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YUKON WATER POWER RESOURCES 


Yukon pareitare is the site of three water power 
developments which, though relatively small in horse-power, 
play important roles in its economy. Of these the largest is 
operated by the Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation on the 
North Fork of the Klondike River, With a capacity of 15,080 
horsepower, this plant not only supplies the power required in 
the eompany!s placer mining operations but also serves the city 
of Dawson. A 3,000-horsepower development on the Mayo River 
was built by the Northwest Territories Power Commission, a 
crown company, to provide power for mineral development in the 
Keno Hill area, Finally, the Yukon Hydro Company Limited has 
an installed capacity of 1,390 horsepower at Porter's Creek, aad 
it is from this plant that nearby Whitehorse obtains its eleetricity. 

In the headwaters of the Yukon River and certaigz of 
its tributaries is contained the potential for the ultimate 
production of roughly 4,500,000 horsepower of electrical energy, 
or about one-quarter of the hydro-electric capacity now developed 
in all of Canada, An investigation of the feasibility of harnessing 
this power is now under way. Under this project power plants 
proposed for the Taku River in northern British Columbia would 
produce energy which, while finding its chief markets in the 
electrometallurgical and electrochemical Pec easidgipt ores 
brought in by sea, would also be available for the region's mining 
industry. A large proportion of the water used in the development 
of power in British Columbia would come through the diversion 


of water from the Yukon, 
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